
The Agenda for Symposium on Plant Pathology for Food Security
May 13th 
8:15 am            Leave from the lobby of Yangling International Convention & 
Exhibition Hotel to Room 208 of International Exchange Center, 

NWAFU                             

8:30am —9:00am   The Opening Ceremony of NWAFU-PU Joint Research Center 
                   Moderator: Professor Xi Hou  Vice-president of NWAFU

1. Opening ceremony 

2. Speech by Professor Qixin Sun, President of NWAFU

3. Speech by Dr. Karen Plaut, Associate Dean for Research, Purdue University

4. Speech by Prof. Jinian Feng, Dean of College of Plant Protection, NWAFU
5. Speech by Professor Jinrong Xu, Director of NWAFU-PU Joint Research Center
6. Group Photo 

Symposium

9:00 am—10:00 am  Moderator: Professor Zhensheng Kang 
         9:00-9:30  Charles Woloshuk: Response of Fusarium verticilliodes to 

                    the maize kernel environment 
         9:30-10:00: Jin-Rong Xu: Surface sensing and plant penetration in the rice 
blast fungus
10:00 am—10:15 am: Tea Break

10:15 am—11:45 am: Moderator: Professor Burt Bluhm
          10:15-10:45: Tesfaye Mengiste: Regulation of plant immune responses

10:45-11:15: John Rupe: Factors affecting stand establishment in Soybean 
11:15-11:45: Peter Goldsbrough: Metallothioneins, metal tolerance and copper accumulation in plants.
12:00 am—14:00 pm: Lunch (Linyuan Hotel)

14:00 pm—16:00 pm: Moderator: Tesfaye Mengiste
 14:00-14:30: Kiersten Wise: Integrated management of wheat diseases in Indiana
14:30-15:00: Zhensheng Kang: Research on wheat stripe rust in China
15:00-15:30: Janna Beckerman: Challenges in apple scab disease 
management
15:30-16:00: Guangyu Sun: Sooty blotch and fly speck on apple caused by two pathogens
16:00pm—16:15pm: Tea Break

16:15 pm—17:45 pm:  Moderator: Professor Jin-Rong Xu
16:15-16:45: Weixing Shan：Translocation of oomycete and fungal pathogen effectors
16:45-17:15: Yunfeng Wu：Wheat yellow dwarf and transgenic wheat
17:15-17:45: Burt Bluhm: Dissecting plant-fungal interactions through
functional genomics and metabolomics
18:30 pm：Dinner (Yangling International Convention & Exhibition Hotel)
May 14th 
8:30 am—9:30 am: Touring the department and campus     

9:30 am—12:00 am: Meeting with faculty members and students in group

1. Xu, Woloshuk, and Bluhm meet with Dr. Kang’s group and other
 fungal groups （South campus）.

2. Mengiste meet with Dr. Wenxing Shan group and other groups work with Arabidopsis（South campus）.

3. Beckerman and Wise meet with Huang Lili, Guangyu Sun and other applied plant pathology/protection researchers（North campus）. 
12:00 pm: Lunch (Guanzhong folk theme park)

13:30 pm: Visit some farms or orchards (diseases in the field) 
18:30 pm：   Dinner (Yangling Lao Sun Jia halal restaurant)
Night, casual interactions with students and faculty members
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